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Public Relations and the Veterinary Profession* 
W. R. WOOLDRIDGE, Ph.p., M.Sc., M.R.C.V.S. 


My original intention was to address the Society upon the 
achievements and failures of the R.C.V.S. in veterinary education, 
but in view of a fairly general desire, in which I share, to see an 
early solution of the present impasse over the Loveday Report, I 
have decided not to give that address. I am, therefore, turning to 
another matter which I consider to be of some importance to the 

rofession and one which I feel needs immediate consideration. 
his is the matter of public relations and the veterinary profession. 

An active policy for the improvement of public relations is always 
a difficult matter for a profession, particularly one such as our own 
which is governed by a code of ethics controlling advertisement 
in the interests of service to the public. Although publicity attached 
to individuals, particularly those engaged in clinical practice, is 
generally to be avoided, nevertheless I think we should be less 
suspicious of it and should follow other national organizations in 
pursuing a policy of reasoned publicity concerning the work of 
the profession as a whole. 

For many years large industrial undertakings have appointed 
Public Relations Officers, but more recently the British Medical 
Association, the Milk Marketing Board, the National Farmers’ 
Union, and even the various Government Departments have 
appointed such officers ; indeed, the veterinary profession is almost 
the only important national body which is not so represented to-day. 


INDIVIDUAL CONTACTS 


There are many ways in which a profession may assist its 
advancement and undoubtedly the most important of these is 
through the efficiency and conduct of its individual members. 
The efficiency of the individual depends in the first instance upon 
the standard of his training and upon the advance made by his 
colleagues engaged in cognate scientific researches. On this basis 
must be built the experience which finally ensures the personal 
efficiency appreciated by clients. High personal efficiency is 
undoubtedly the individual practitioner’s greatest contribution to 
the establishment of public confidence in the profession generally, 
but it is not his only possible contribution. The individual veter- 
inarian can still further advance the cause of his profession by 
taking a wider active interest in the life of his area. By contributing 
to discussions at meetings of farmers and of other owners of animals, 
by attending shows and sporting meetings, he usefully widens 
these contacts, but it is only when he muingies with those whose 
walk of life does not commonly bring them in touch with veter- 
inarians that he is able to exert the widest influence for his 
profession. 

Personal contacts in a locality clearly do much to enhance the 
prestige of the profession in that area, but nationally the profession 
can gain much more from contacts made by their leaders with the 
leaders of other sections of the community. In making and con- 
tinuing these contacts we should give our leaders the fullest support, 
for their task is a heavy one. Indeed, if we are to take our rightful 
place in the community, it seems to me to be imperative to-day 
for the officers of our national bodies to meet their counterparts 
in other national organizations, both socially and professionally, 
whether these be independent bodies or Government Departments. 
Often pots of view are expressed at formal meetings w.thout their 
being understood, but this can frequently be avo.dcd if these 
meetings are preceded by informal talks in more pleasant sur- 
round.ngs. It should be more w.dely appreciated in the profession 
that the advancement of points of view within Government and 
Parliamentary circles can more easily be ensured a full hearing if 
they are preceded by informal “ off the record” taiks with the 
Civil Servants or Parliamentarians most int.mately concerned. 
Do not we all know that hospitality and understand.ng frequently 
go hand in hand? Unfortunately, this entertanment is even yet 
looked upon with suspicion by many in the profession despite the 
fact that the cost is often borne by the indiv.dual and not by the 
corporate body. Yet such hospitality and expenditure in connec- 


*Presidential address to the Central Veterinary Society; Annual 
General Meeting held at the Conway Hall, W.C.1, October, 4th, 1945. 
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tion with matters of importance to the profession is trivial in com- 
parison with the good effect thereby produced. 


Tue Press 


The most obvious method of enhancing public appreciation of 
the profession is an intelligent Press publicity. This will comprise 
the reporting of professional news items and the presentation of 
articles upon matters of veterinary interest. The crudest method 
of publicity and the one of least value, is the direct insertion of 
advertisements, yet this, until recently, was the only method adopted 
officially by our parent association. In the past the N.V.M.A. has 
counteracted excessive advertising by an unqualified practitioner in 
a locality by the insertion of an advertisement in the local papers 
giving the names and addresses of the resident veterinary surgeons 
and emphasizing the fact that they are the only individuals in the 
area who have undergone the training necessary to fit them for the 
treatment of sick animals. Unqualified practitioners are always 
advertising and their ill effects can surely be better counteracted 
by the publication from time to time of authoritative articles on 
quest‘ons of animal health and disease. If these were prepared by 
veterinarians or by the Association, they would be welcoraed by 
the local Press. But we must realize that Press publicity needs 
careful preparation. News items may be issued to the Press and 
interviews given to reporters and yet despite the most careful selec- 
tion of words, the published report may be spoilt by some unauthor- 
ized amendment either in the text or in the captions, made in the 
newspaper office by a sub-editor or the editor himself. These are 
defects in journalistic technique which we must strive to eliminate. 
They can only be remedied by a process of education of the 
journalists themselves. "This education can be helped by informal 
Press interviews, Press conferences, and by meeting Press repre- 
sentatives under more social conditions. A valuable aid to correct 
reporting is the issue beforehand to the Press of summaries of 
speeches, addresses, etc., that are to be given at public, agricultural 
or veterinary meetings, but even these processes are beneficially 
influenced by personal acquaintance with the news editor. Despite 
such precautions, however, it seems inevitable that a proportion 
of the statements made in the Press will prove to be inaccurate. 
This is particularly aggravating when incorrect statements are given 
as if they were accurate quotations. I am afraid that those who 
endeavour to secure more space for veterinary affairs in the Press 
must accept some disappointments as the inevitable concomitant 
of the greater degree of accurate reporting secured by their 
efforts. Perhaps the most valuable way of furthering public know- 
ledge is by the careful preparation of articles concerned with one 
or other aspect of veterinary work. ‘These articles must be pre- 
sented in a way that fits in with the peculiar “ slant ’’ of the paper 
or journal which is to publish them. It*is useless to prepare a 
straightforward scientific article and issue this generally to the Press 
and expect it to appear unchanged in all types of publications. 
One article originally drawn up scientifically can be presented in 
many different ways and so satisfy each publication. ‘This means 
that considerable time must be devoted to Press publicity if it is 
to be efficient, and this time must be made available by members 
of the profession with understanding of*the peculiar difficulties of 
editors and journalists. 


BROADCASTING 


A further vehicle which can do much to further public apprecia- 
tion of the profession is broadcasting. Again it must be realized 
that the tone of individual broadcasts has to vary with the type 
of listener to whom the particular broadcasts are directed. As is 
usual with the elementary presentation of scientific facts, gener- 
alizations and at times dogmatic statements will perforce be made 
which will not be in complete agreement with absolute scientific 
truth. Broadcast talks on problems of animal health and disease 
should be encouraged and these should be concerned with every 
species of animal. Veterinarians can with advantage participate 
in general discussions on the wireless and, in such contributions, 
they should not be restricted to making points of veterinary import- 
ance. After all, the veterinarian is as much a citizen as the classicist 
or the philosopher. Furthermore, veterinary organ.zations should 
supply the B.B.C. News and Agricultural editors with items of 
importance and brief references to papers and discussions which 
take place in the veterinary world. Unless such items are supplied 
to them it is not possible for the B.B.C. to radiate them. 
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CrneMA FILMs 

The production and exhibition, both to general and specialist 
audiences, of cinematograph films of veterinary interest is a task 
well worth encouraging. The essentially scientific film must depict 
details of technique with accuracy as it will generally be used in the 
instruction of veterinary audiences. A second class of film is quasi- 
scientific and is designed for exhibition to persons with some 
knowledge of one or other branch of animal husbandry. These 
films will tend to generalize and will not go into scientific detail 
to the same extent as the first group and at times they will not be 
wholly accurate. The third group of films will be designed for 
public exhibition and will necessarily present certain aspects of 
veterinary work with a popular flavour which may not be entirely 
welcome to the veterinary profession. Personally, however, I 
believe the profession can gain much from co-operation in the 
making of all these groups of films, but again a proportion of dis- 
appointing results must be expected. In this modern age it is 
evident that all three types of cinema film, provided their limitations 
and drawbacks are understood, can further the advancement of the 
profession very materially. 


Books 


With the plethora of books, both light and serious, with an agri- 
cultural flavour, that have appeared during the past few years, it 
is perhaps remarkable that so few have appeared from the pens of 
veterinarians. Comparatively few undertake the writing of veter- 
inary textbooks and so it is not surprising that scarcely any members 
of the profession have endeavoured to produce books designed for 
the agricultural or lay public. Yet it is clear that such books play 
an important part in raising the status of the profession in the eyes 
of fellow scientists and the general public. is has already been 
indicated by the work of the “ National” in producing pamphlets, 
booklets, etc., for its own members. have been welcomed 
by the profession and there has been a reasonable demand by 
agriculturalists for them. This demand could be increased if the 
Association turned its attention to the production of reasonably 
informative booklets designed for the lay public on a variety of 
matters of interest to animal owners. There is little doubt that 
such a development would be cordially appreciated by many outside 
the profession and at the same time could do much to increase 
the prestige of the profession in the eyes of the public. 


PARLIAMENTARY RELATIONS 


In an active democracy the value to any section of the com- 
munity of Members of Parliament who understand the problems 
of that section is very great. No publicity is of greater value than 
that following upon reasoned statements of a case in Parliamentary 
debates. Obviously this representation could be most satisfactorily 
assured by having veterinarians in one or both Houses of Parlia- 
ment, but as yet no member of the profession has found the time 
to devote to this important but nevertheless somewhat thankless 
duty. It is not essential, however, to have direct representation 
in order to ensure full discussion of veterinary affairs in Parliament, 
provided the profession appreciates that Parliamentarians who are 
prepared to take up their case need considerable active assistance 
and coaching. This active assistance often has to be concentrated 
and simple so that it can be assimilated within the short period of 
time which Peers or Members of Parliament have at their disposal. 
As a rule information is best imparted at informal meetings or over 
a meal, for even Parliamentarians must eat. An alternative method is 
one which has been pursued by the N.V.M.A. for some years past, 
namely, the direct participation of the Association in the Parlia- 
mentary and Scientific Committee. This Committee has frequently 
discussed matters of agricultural and veterinary interest and has 
been responsible for putting up a large number of pertinent questions 
in both Houses. In addition, it has considerable Parliamentary 
support, which has been built up over a period of many years. 
Indeed, the Government is always ready to meet delegations from 
the Committee and consider carefully the points of view they express. 
Already the Committee has created two Parliamentary records—the 
first in having a representative delegation received by no fewer than 
five Ministers of the Crown ;, and the second in securing the signa- 
tures of over 200 members in support of a resolution placed before 
the House of Commons by the Chairman of the Parliamentary and 
Scientific Committee. A further way of improving Parliamentary 
relations is to appoint Parliamentary agents, whose responsibility 
it then is to bring to the notice of the profession Bills, questions 
and other Parliamentary matters which m‘ght be of importance to 
it. Personally, I should like to see the profession taking a much 
more active part in Parliamentary affairs, but we must realize that 
such activity must be supported by some expenditure if it is to be 
a success. There is little doubt that the defeat of the Bill recently 


put before Parliament by the P.D.S.A. was due at least in part to 
the Parliamentary connections established through the Parliamentary 


and Scientific Committee, together with the knowledge of Parlia- 

mentary procedure secured by representatives of the profession 

— had for some years actively participated in the affairs of that 
mmittee. 


CONCLUSION 

I have tried to indicate that the profession can gain much from 
the adoption of an active policy for the improvement of public 
relations. We have seen that there are many ways in which the 
appreciation of the veterinary profession by other sections of the 
community can be enhanced, but that each method needs careful 
study of its technique and a fair amount of time for the preparation 
of suitable matter. Whatever vehicle is selected for the purposes 
of publicity, that vehicle—whether it be the Press, broadcasting, 
the cinema or books and pamphlets—has a specialized technique 
of presentation peculiar to itself. We cannot be e to know 
these peculiarities without learning them, and those of us who 
endeavour to use a particular medium must study its technique 
if we are to secure the best results and minim‘ze the undesirable 
ones. Members of the profession who devote time to these objects 
have an uphill fight and need the sympathy and encouragement 
of their fellows, particularly when results fall short of their aims. 
They are generally fully aware of the defects of their own work 
and appreciate the necessity for further careful study so that im- 
provement can be secured. At times words of encouragement 
from their colleagues—who are often far too ready to impute less 
honourable motives to the efforts of the individual veterinarian, 
particularly if he is a practitioner, than the motive of a desire to 
see the profession advance—can do much to help forward the work. 
Personally, I am convinced that the time has arrived for the 
“* National” to appoint a Public Relations Committee and possibly 
a Public Relations Officer, whose duties should be concerned with 
the developments referred to in this address. Such a Public Rela- 
tions Officer should not only be responsible for the collection of 
authoritative material, its collation and its preparation for the 
various publicity media described, but should also make it his 
duty to maintain contacts between the professional leaders and others 
outside the profession. The status of the profession and the 
breadth of its work are such that a constructive policy on public 
relations will undoubtedly bring great benefits to the profession 
and to the community. 


EXPERIMENTAL TUBERCULOSIS IN GUINEA-PICS 


The systematic researches by Waksman and his associates (Proc. 
Soc. Exp. Biol. Med., 1944, 55, 66) has led to the isolation from 
Actinomyces grisens of an active substance, designated strepto- 
mycin, having an antibiotic action against the tubercle bacillus. 
The pharmacological properties of this substance have been stud:ed 
(Amer. J. Med. Soc., 1945, 209, 128), and it was shown to be well 
tolerated - mice and rats in doses of 50,000 units per kilo of body 
weight daily when given ww over a period of one month. 
A study has now been undertaken by Smith and McClosky (Pub. 
Health Rep., 1945, 60, 1129) to ascertain the chemotherapeutic 
possibilities of streptomycin in experimental tuberculosis. The 
data presented leaves no doubt that streptomycin is a highly effective 
agent in checking and retarding the normal course of tuberculosis 
infection in guinea-pigs. The daily intramuscular injection of 
5,000 units of this substance for a period of 90 days in animals 
infected with a human strain of tubercle bacilli produced a chemo- 
therapeutic effect superior to that obtained with 0-5 gm. per kg. 
of promin (sodium p,p’-diaminodiphenylsulphone, N.N’‘-didextrose 
sulphonate) given orally for the same length of time. The results 
of treatment with the combination of streptomycin and promin 
appear to indicate a synergistic action rather than simple summa- 
tion of effects. The search for more effective sulphones and for 
better methods of streptomycin administration continues.—Pharm. J. 

* * * * * 
FROM “THE SCOTSMAN,” JANUARY 24tH, 1846 


VeTERINARY Proressor Honourep.—The young gentlemen attend- 
ing the Edinburgh Veterinary College invited Professor Dick and 
his assistant, Mr. Barlow, together with Dr. Wilson, lecturer on 
chemistry, to dinner on Tuesday last in the Regent Hotel. In the 
course of his reply to the toast of his health, Professor Dick gave 
a short history of the rise and progress of the Edinburgh Veter- 
inary College, pointing out the many obstacles he had at first to 
contend with, and that he had now the high gratification of 
acquainting his pupils, from all he could learn, the Edinburgh 
Veterinary College was now second to no institution of the same 
description. 

* * * * * 
Weekty Wispom 

“... It is often far me nomg one’s spiritual health to stand up 
— a doughty adversary t to lean upon a fickle friend. .. .” 
—Anon. 
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Some Further Notes on the Use of Stilboestrol 
Dipropionate in Canine Practice 
R. H. SMYTHE, m.r.c.v.s. 
NotrrinGHaM 


The following observations are offered as a supplement to the 
writer’s previous communication (Vet. Rec. March 10th, 1945). 
Diagnosis has been based tentatively on clinical grounds only, as 
bioptic sectioning has not been undertaken in the cases discussed. 
Neoplasia 

About 50 further cases of neoplasia in the perineal region of the 
dog have been treated by : — 

(a) Subcutaneous injections of stilboestrol dipropionate. 

(b) Stilboestrol tablets per os. 

(c) Combined weekly subcutaneous injections and daily admini- 

stration by mouth. 

The dosage has been, in: — 

(a) 10-20 mgms. according to weight, once weekly. 

(b) 5 mgms. on alternate days. 

(c) Once weekly 10 mgm. subcutaneous injections and 2 mgms. 

daily per os. 

It may be stated at once that oral administration alone has in 
most cases produced uncertain and disappointing results. | Sub- 
cutaneous injection alone, however, produces definite and substantial 
effects on certain types of neoplasia [whilst the combined injection 
and oral administration has produced the most comprehensive and 
appreciable results]. 


CLassiriep RESULTS 


Anal Adenomata which have reached the stage of active ulcera- 
tion, with intermittent haemorrhage, have in every case treated 
shown progressive reduction in size from the first few days of 
treatment. Those of moderate size have disappeared completely 
in three to four weeks, whilst very large granulating masses have 
seldom required more than six weeks’ treatment. 

In subcutaneous, non-ulcerating neoplasms, the results have been 
less rapid, and complete resolution has not always occurred, a 
small fibrotic enlargement the size of a pea remaining which 
showed no response to further injections. The success or other- 
wise of treatment appears to depend on the proportion of fibrous 
tissue contained in the tumour. 

Adeno-carcinomata.—In a mixed tumour like the clinical adeno- 
carcinoma, it would appear that only the adenomatous part under- 
goes resolution. 

Carcinomata, papillomata and simple fibromata, in the writer’s 
experience, are in no way affected. 

Prostate enlargements dependent on glandular hypertrophy or 
hyperplasia reduce in size, with the very rapid disappearance of 
symptoms, but may recur after a period of several months, when 
they usually again respond to stilboestrol therapy. “Prostatic carci- 
nomata appear to be uninfluenced by stilboestrol injections. ‘ 

Testicular Neoplasia—Small neoplasms of the testicle have in 
some cases responded to treatment, with also a diminution in 
the size of both testicles. The original site of the neoplasm has 
been subsequently marked by a palpable thickening (fibrosis). 

Mammary tumours of the bitch, in general, show no response to 
stilboestrol therapy, although in one case multiple nodules scattered 
throughout the mammae disappeared and did not recur. Very good 
results have followed treatment of acute inflammatory swelling of 
one or more glands, accompanied by the secretion of a sanguinous 
milky discharge. 

Lymphadenomatosis.—A case of advanced general lymphadeno- 
matosis in a Scottie dog was treated with stilboestrol. The dog 
had become progressively comatose and appeared to be on the 
point of death. After a single injection of 20 mgms. stilboestrol 
dipropionate, he revived, and for a whole week appeared to be quite 
normal in health. The appetite returned and the dog went for 
walks as had been usual prior to the affection, and played vigor- 
ously with a ball. On the eighth day following injection the coma 
began to reassert itself, when further injection had no effect and 
the dog was destroyed. 

Non-Neoplastic Conditions 

Pyometra.—No beneficial effects have been noticed consequent to 
stilboestrol therapy in this condition. No increased vulval dis- 
charge following injection has occurred; in fact, the condition 
— to be deleteriously affected. 

seudo-Pregnancy with lactation is inhibited by one subcutaneous 
injection of 10 to 20 mgms. 

Lactation after parturition is increased by two or three daily 
oral doses of 2 mgms., but is diminished by subcutaneous injections 
of 10 to 20 mgms. 

Mésalliance treated by 15 to 30 mgms. according to weight, given 
in one subcutaneous dose, has in no case treated by the writer 
tesulted in conception, even when stilboestrol has been administerea 
as long as ten days following service. 


Chronic dry eczema, especially in dogs with non-pigmented skins, 
has shown considerable benefit from two or three injections of 
10 mgms. at weekly intervals. 


GENERAL O#SSERVATIONS 


Continued injections at weekly intervals of 10 to 15 mgms. stil- 
boestrol dipropionate over a period of a month produce character- 
istic sequelae in males. 

Following the first injection, polyuria and polydipsia become 
evident, the owner frequently complaining of urine incontinence in 
the house, usually at night. Gradual reduction in testicular size 
will be noted, and also the character of the anal glands’ secretion 
becomes changed in nature, apparently assuming female character- 
istics, when the dog may become interesting to other dogs, who 
seem to regard him as a bitch in season. It is possible that the 
anal glands in both sexes should be regarded more as accessory 
sexual organs than as provision for faecal lubrication. The position 
of the external aperture of the duct on the outside of the anal rim 
lends colour to this theory. Also in males, after prolonged treat- 
ment, swelling of the teats and actual lactation may occur, with 
irritation, shown by scratching at the preputial region. In_ soft- 
coated dogs it is common for the woolly “ moustache” to be shed, 
leaving the muzzle smooth. Moulting of the long hairs of the 
outer coat may also occur. 

In old, debilitated dogs, prostration, — and, in rare cases, 
death, may follow full dosage over a period of several weeks, and 
the weekly injected dose should not exceed 5 mgms. in senile 
patients. 

In bitches, small repeated doses produce swelling of the mammae, 
and lactation, usually without signs of heat. A large dose (20 mgms.) 
generally causes vulval enlargement at about the fourth day, with 
signs of heat and a marked willingness to accept service. 


ABSTRACTS 


[The Effect of lodinated Protein on the Lactating Cow. 
K. I. (1945.) J. Endocrinol. 4. 237-299.] 


Large-scale experiments were commenced in 1941 to determine 
whether the stimulation of milk production by feeding iodinated 
protein,was possible under normal conditions of farm management. 

g. of iodinated ox plasma were given per day, and, although it 
was so unpalatable that it had to be given as a drench, the mean 
daily increase in milk production was 15-1 per cent. A commercial 
preparation of the earth-nut, Arachis hypogoea, named Iodinated 
Ardein N4MB, was then tried. It was reasonably palatable, and a 
dose of 50 g. per day for three weeks raised the milk yield on the 
2Ist day by 31-1 per cent., and gave an increase of 0-61 per cent. in 
the fat supply, but the yields dropped rapidly when feeding ceased. 
There was considerable excretion of iodine in the milk, but this did 
not give an abnormal flavour. ‘There was a mean increase of 18-1 
beats per minute in the heart rate, and an increase of 6-7 respirations 
per minute, but the rectal temperature remained unchanged. During 
the second week of treatment the net loss in body weight was 50-2 Ib., 
but from the fourth to the eleventh day after cessation of treatment 
the net gain was 40°7 Ib. There was an increase of 23-3 per cent. in 
the blood sugar, but no symptoms of iodism were observed. A dose 
of 10 g. per day for three weeks did not make any significant altera- 
tions from the normal. ’ 

Further experiments were conducted to find the effect of dosage 
for a longer period (49 days) on the health of the cattle. Results 
were similar but the body temperature was raised, and the respiration 
rate was greatly increased. ‘The future histories of the cows u 
did not indicate any permanent damage. ; . 

Experiments with three samples of iodinated casein, NC1, NC2 
and NC3, were then conducted. When 30 g. per day were fed to 
heifers, NC3 gave an increase of 7:5 lb. per day, but was unpalatable, 
NC2 gave an increase of 6-5 Ib. per day and was fairly palatable, and 
NCI was palatable but gave an increase of only 0-4 Ib. per day. 

Experiments with cows were inconclusive. Further experiments 
with NC3 showed that low yielding cows gave a greater response 
than high yielders, and that cows at pasture lost less body weight 
than those indoors, probably because they eat more. Doses of 15 g. 
of NC3 per day did not increase the yield, but prevented the normal 
decline taking place. The loss in body weight was greater than in 
cows receiving 30 g. 

Iodinated casein was incorporated in cattle cubes so that the cows 
received a dose of 20 g. per day. There was some food refusal after 
the second day, but the average milk yield increased, returning to 
normal when feeding ceased. The cows giving the greatest increase 
were those which had declined in yield from the peak to the greatest 


BLAXTER, 


extent, but were not near the termination of their lactation. There 
was a slight fall in body weight over the three-week period. It is 
considered that such treatment is a practical ane 3 -« 
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Lymphoma (so-called Leukaemia) in Dogs. Boom, F., 
c and Meyer, L. M. (1945.) Amer. J. Path. 21. 683-715.] 


The literature dealing with leukaemia in the dog is very voluminous 
but many of the recorded cases are of little value to the pathologist 
because adequate pathological and haematological data are lacking. 
The authors have summar'zed the most useful literature and have 
recorded their observations on 20 cases which they have themselves 
investigated among a group of 10,000 dogs brought to a small- 
an‘mal hospital in the United States. 

Blood examinations were made by the usual methods, bone 
marrow was taken from the iliac crest by puncture during life and 
biopsy dry imprint preparations were prepared from the enlarged 
— nodes. Various tissues were examined histologically when 
the animal came to autopsy. 

A variety of designations have been applied to this condition in 
the dog—lymphoblastoma, lymphoma, leukaemia, pseudo-leukaemia, 
lymphadenosis, lymphomatosis, etc. The authors consider that 
malignant lymphoma is the term which best fits the anatomical and 
pathological features. The disease affects the lymph nodes, spleen 
and liver and there are often m‘croscopical lesions in other organs, 
such as the bone marrow, adrenals, lungs, k dneys, prostate, tonsils, 
third eyelids, gall bladder, pancreas and Peyer’s patches. The pre- 
dominant cellular types involved in the proliferative change can be 
classified into four distinct groups—lymphoblastic, lymphosarcoma 
cell, mixed cell, and lymphocytic. Smears of peripheral blood show 
anaemia and usually a polymorphonuclear leucocytosis : the blood 
picture does not show true leukaemia and the diagnosis of myelo- 
blastic leukaemia which has somet'mes appeared in the literature is 
incorrect since the condition is merely a neutrophil leucocytosis. 
Thus the term leukaemia is incorrect, and the widespread extra- 
medullary myelopoiesis is merely an example of extensive myeloid 
metaplasia. 

The so-called lymphomata so often found in the spleen of dogs 
represent merely nodular hyperplasia of lymphoid tissue and not 
malignant lymphoma. Clinically, the disease is always subacute, 
with little variation in the different cell types involved. 

The average age of the dogs was nine years and the disease seemed 
particularly common in Scottish terriers. In the early stages the 
animals were normal, apart from having enlarged superficial lymph 
nodes. Later the animals became less active and more weak, vomited 
occasionally, ate poorly and sometimes coughed : some showed thirst 
and polyuria. In the terminal stages they were anaemic ang weak. 
Autopsy showed enlarged lymph nodes, the enlargement being 
usually bilateral and very varied in extent. The spleen was greatly 
enlarged. The liver often showed very prominent portal markings 
due to infiltration of the portal tracts with cells. Other tissues showed 
no constant change. 

The histopathology of the condition is illustrated by a series of 19 
excellent photomicrographs. ‘These show especially well the clear 
cytological details provided by dry imprint preparations of lymph 
nodes made during life and stained by Wright’s or May-Griinwald 
Giemsa stains. . E. G. W. 


REVIEW 


(U.F.A.W. (Tue Untversrries Feperation ror ANIMAL WELFARE) 
Prospectus, December, 1945. (U.F.A.W., 284, Regent’s Park Road, 
Finchley, London, N.3.)] 


Professor Edward Hindle, M.A., Sc.D., F.R.S., has been elected 
President of the U.F.A.W. in succession to the late Sir Peter 
Chalmers Mitchell. Professor Hindle, who is now Scientific Director 
of the Zoological Society of London, was also elected recently as 
President of the Institute for the Study of Animal Behaviour and 
his wide experience and fange of interests should enable him to help 
materially in the prosecution of the many tasks discussed in this 
prospectus. It is gratifying to read of the active part played by 
veterinarians in these tasks and of the importance attached by the 
Federation to veterinary guidance. The decision of the Student 
Body of the Royal Veterinary College to adopt the status of the 
University of London Animal Welfare Society (U.L.A.W.S., now a 
com; t of the U.F.A.W.) will be welcomed also. 

Most of the items dealt with in the current prospectus have received 
earlier attention in our columns. The forthcoming Handbook on 
the Care and Management of Laboratory Animals is still in press but 
has now been listed by Baillitre, Tindall & Cox at 25s. Full accord 
has been reached with the British Ecological Society on the setting 
up of a Wild Life Authority. There is still no mention of any develop- 
ment in connection with the .revision of the Animals (Anaesthetics) 
Act of 1919: at the request of U.F.A.W. the Council, N.V.M.A., 
set up a committee in 1939 to draft relevant proposals. 

Copies of the prospectus, which is amusingly illustrated by 
Fougasse, may be obtained from the address given above. Memter- 
ship of the U.F.A.W. is open to all veterinary surgeons. 


* IN PARLIAMENT 


World Cereal Shortage Necessitates Reduction in Animal 
Feeding-stuffs for Britain 

In the House of Commons on February 5th, Sir Ben Smrru, the 
Minister of Food, announced that, to avert the danger of famine 
and disease over wide areas of the world in consequence of the 
shortage of cereals as a result of the war and of disastrously short 
harvests in 1945, all wheat importing countries would be called 
upon to make heavy sacrifices. The British Government had taken 
the lead in accepting a reduction of nearly 250,000 tons in the 
United Kingdom wheat imports for the first half of 1946. This 


reduction could not be met out of the stocks held in this country, 


which had been progressively reduced since D Day to the lowest 
point consistent with the maintenance of distribution. The stocks 
now held in this country were nothing more than a working stock 
and contained no reserve element. Since it could not be met out 
of the United Kingdom stocks, the reduction in imports decided 
upon would have to be met by making greater use for direct human 
consumption of our wheat supplies, and this would necessitate an 
early increase in the flour extraction rate to 85 per cent. This 
might not, however, be the last step we should have to take. 

“The change will be effected gradually,” added the Minister, 
“and, while it will mean a return to the darker war-time loaf, there 
will certainly be no deterioraticn in the nutritive value of our 


‘bread. It‘ will, however, materially reduce the volume of animal 


feeding-stuffs as my right honourable friend, the Minister of Agri- 
culture, will explain, and in consequence will result in a diminution 
of livestock production in this country. This will mean less bacon, 
poultry, and eggs than we had hoped to enjoy later on this year.” 

Mr. T. Wituiams, Minister of Agriculture, made the following 
statement : — 

The Minister of Food has dealt with the world food situation and 
has explained how it affects food consumers in this country. It is 
my task, speaking also for the Secretary of State for Scotland, 
to deal with its significance for home farmers. For them it means 
briefly a serious cut in feeding-stuffs supplies and an urgent need 
to sow all the grain they can this spring. 

The cut in feeding-stuffs supplies arises from two factors. First, 
because of the world wheat shortage much of the coarse grain 
which would have been available for feeding livestock here and 
elsewhere has to be diverted for milling into bread. Secondly, we 
are raising the rate of extraction of wheat and that means a loss 
of milling offals at the rate of 300,000 tons per year. 

I have had to decide what is the best use I can make of the 
reduced supplies of feeding-stuffs. There will be no change in 
rationing arrangements for the present winter period and ration 
coupons issued for the period up to the end of April will be 
honoured. It is in the period from May to September that the cut 
will be felt. In the interests of national health the priority given 
to milk production must continue, although rations for dairy cows 
during the summer are not in fact substantial. The only large 
issues in this period are the basic rations for pigs and poultry, 
which at present rates would absorb about half the summer supplies 
of rationed cereals. Commercial pig and poultry keepers are at 
present receiving rations sufficient for one-quarter of the numbers 
of stock kept before the war. In April, 1945, it was announced 
that rations sufficient for one-third of these numbers would be 
issued from May, 1946. The cut in cereals is so great that not only 
is this undertaking now impossible of fulfilment, but a reduction 
is inevitable and on present calculations, as from May Ist, pig and 
poultry rations will be based on one-sixth of the pre-war numbers. 

I need not tell the House with what grave concern I view this 
grievous blow to our reviving livestock industry, involving as it 
does the abandonment of an undertaking given by my predecessor 
before the disastrous series of droughts occurred. I can only 
promise that as soon as more feeding-stuffs are obtainable com- 
mercial pig and poultry keepers will have strong claims for a better 
share. 

In the meantime there is an urgent task before our home farmers. 
It is imperative that they, in common with farmers all over the 
world, shall put forth their maximum efforts to restore the situation 
after the next harvest by sowing as much grain as they can this 
spring. They must continue a high level of tillage so as to make 
the maximum contribution to the nation’s granary, while at the 
same time redoubling their efforts at self-sufficiency. Above all 
this means sowing more spring wheat, for the more wheat there 
is in the world, the more speedily can coarse grains return to theif 
use as feeding-stuffs, but where that is not practicable we want 
more barley and oats. 

That is the task for our farmers, but everyone with a garden of 
allotment can also help to meet this focd shortage. The Govern- 
ment hopes that all classes of the community will grow as much 
as thev can this vear and that local authorities and others will 
continue to foster this “Dig for Victory over Want” campaign. 
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_ need for self-help is just as great as in the datkest days of 
war. 


Agriculture (Artificial Insemination) Bill 
This Bill, as amended in the Standing Committee, was read the 
third time in the House of Commons on Friday of last week, 
aid passed. 


Questions 


MILK QuaNTITIES 


Sir W. Smirners asked the Minister of Agriculture (1) the total 
quantity of milk produced; the total number of dairy cows main- 
tained; and the average annual yield of milk per cow in England 
and Wales, in 1945 and in 1938, respectively; 

(2) the —— quantities of milk produced in England and 
Wales available for liquid consumption and for manufacture, for 
= consumption and other purposes, respectively, in 1945 and 
in 

Mr. T. Wittiams: The estimated figures for milk production and 
yields in England and Wales are as follows : — 

June-May years. 


A 1937/8 1944/5 
million million 
gallons gallons 

Milk available for liquid consumption = 860 1,151 
Milk available for manufacture kei 423 163 
Stock feed, etc. ... 155 88 
Gross producton 1,438 1,402 
Number of yielding cows and heifers - 2,612,000 2,814,000 
Average annual vield ... me ... 550 galls. 498 galls. 


Liquid consumption includes milk consumed in farm households 
and other milk not sold through the Milk Marketing Scheme, 
although the great bulk is so sold. Yielding cows and heifers include 
beef-type cows, and the average annual yield is influenced accord- 
ingly. Provisional figures for the calendar year 1945 suggest that 
there has been a rise in the average annual yield to about 505 

llons. Before the war a quantity of milk by-products was used 
in the manufacture of non-edible commodities, but no milk has 
been used during the war period, or is being used, for such purposes. 


LICENSING OF BULLS 


Sir J. Bartow asked the Minister of Agriculture whether his 

Regulations enable owners of bulls which failed to qualify for 
dairy licences under the existing Regulations and were granted 
— licences to obtain transfers to the dairy class where the 
mills qualify by virtue of the proposed amendment to the Regula- 
tions. 

Mr. T. Wrttams: The amendment which I propose to make to 
the Improvement of Livestock (Licensing of Bulls) (England and 
Wales) Regulations, 1945, will enable owners of bulls for which 
general licences have been granted to apply for dairy licences in 
substitution. 


Hutt FarMinc 


Mr. Watkins asked the Minister of Agriculture if his Depart- 
ment has formulated any long-term policy for marginal hill farming. 

Mr. T. Wirt1ams: The Government’s long-term policy for agri- 
culture applies to hill farming as well as to lowland farming. In 
addition it is proposed to introduce as soon as practicable, legislation 
to give effect with suitable modifications to recommendations made 
by the two Committees on Hill Sheep Farming, in England and 
Wales and in Scotland respectively, that submitted their reports 
towards the end of 1943. 


Hit SuBsipy 


Mr. Wicrrip Roserts asked the Minister of Agriculture whether 
adecision has yet been reached with regard to the long-term policy 
to encourage cattle breeding by means of the hill cattle subsidy; 
what the subsidy is to be; and for how long it will be paid. 

Mr. T. WitiaMs: I regret that I am not in a position to make a 
statement on the future of the hill cattle ae scheme, but it 
is pro to pay a subsidy again this year of the same amount, 
namely £3 per head, and on much the same conditions as in 1945. 

Mr. Roserts: Will the right hon. Gentleman consider giving more 
encouragement to the breeding of cattle on hill farms through a 


larger subsidy for breeding stock? 

Mr. WituiaMs: I can assure my hon. Friend all those matters will 
be taken into account in the long-term policy. 
Mr. De 1a Bere: And nothing will happen. 


Pony BREEDING (FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE) 


Sir W. Smrrners asked the Minister of Agriculture if his attention 
has been called to the danger of the extermination of the breed of 
Exmoor ponies ; and, in view of their value as basic breeding stock, 
will he take steps to encourage Exmoor farmers to preserve this 
breed of ponies. 

Mr. Corticx: I am aware that there has been a reduction in the 
breeding of ponies, including those of the Exmoor breed, which 
may be attributed in some measure to war-time conditions. Finan- 
cial encouragement to pony breeding is normally given by the 
Racecourse Betting Control Board and although this assistance 
has been temporarily limited during the war, I understand that 
additional sums are likely to be available this year. 


NOTES AND NEWS 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for inclusion 
in these columns. 


Diary of Events 

. 19%th.—-Annual Meeting of the Eastern Counties Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Norwich (Royal Hotel), 11.30 a.m. 

. 20th.—Meeting of the Section of Comparative Medicine, Royal 
Society of Medicine, at the Society's House, 1, Wimpole 
Street, London, W.1, 2.15 p.m. 

. 20th.—Glasgow Veterinary Medical Association (Students’ 
Representative Council). Lecture on “ Penicillin” by 
Sir Alexander Fleming, M.B.; B.S., F.R.C.S., F.R.C.P., F.R.S., 
at the Glasgow Veterinary College, 6.30 p.m. 

. 2ist—Meeting of the Southern Counties Division, N.V.M.A., 
at Bournemouth. 

. 21st.—Meeting of the South-Eastern Division, N.V.M.A., at 
Tonbridge (Bull Hotel), 2.30 p.m. 

. 26th.—Meeting of the Dumfries and Galloway 
N.V.M.A., at Dumfries (Station Hotel), 2.30 p.m. 

. 26th and 27th.—Meetings of the British Society of Animal 
Production, Queen Mary Hall, ‘Y.W.C.A. Central Club, 
Great Russell Street, W.C.1, 10.30 a.m. 

. 27th—Meeting of the Scottish Metropolitan Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Edinburgh (“ Dick” College), 2.30 p.m. 

. 28th.—Annual General Meéting of the Lancashire Division, 
N.V.M.A., at Manchester (Grand Hotel, Aytoun Street). 

. 2nd.—Whole-day Conference of the Nutrition Society (English 
Group), at the London School of Hygiene, Keppel Street, 
WC.l. 

. 2nd.—Whoie-day meeting of the Nutrition Society (Scottish 
Group) at the Institute of Hygiene, the University, 
Glasgow. 

. 2nd.—Meeting of the Society of Women Veterinary Surgeons 
at Birmingham (Grand Hotel), 2.30 p.m. ; 

. 8th—Meeting of the N.V.M.A. Overseas Committee, 
10.30 a.m. a 


Division, 


* * * * * 


Scheme for Refresher Courses for Members of the Profession 
Returning from the Forces ~ 


Any veterinary surgeon who has served a year or more in any 
branch of the Services is entitled to apply under the Further Educa- 
tion and Training Scheme for financial assistance in respect of 
refresher training. 

Details of the courses arranged for veterinary surgeons returning 
to civil life were published in our issue of December Ist, 1945. 

We are now pleased to announce that the Wellcome Foundation, 
Ltd., has very kindly offered hospitality and the opportunity for 
refresher tuition at the Wellcome Veterinary Research Station, Frant, 
near Tunbridge Wells. Under this offer they are prepared to 
accommodate groups of about six individuals as guests in the hostel 
on the Station for a period of one week during which they would 
have the opportunity to observe and take part in the work being 
carried on there—chiefly the control of bovine infertility and 
mastitis, the technique of artificial insemination, and the use of 
biological products for the control of animal diseases. 

This course is accepted by the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Fisheries as forming part of the official arrangements and will be 
recognized for the purposes of grant in the case of approved appli- 
cations. 

Further particulars and forms of application can be obtained 
from the General Secretary, N.V.M.A., 36, Gordon Square, London, 
W.C.1. 
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PERSONAL 
Major Brennan DeVine’s RETIREMENT 


After a quarter of a century's devoted and distinguished servic. 
to the City of Birmingham Veterinary Department, as Chief Veter- 
inary Officer, Major trennan DeVine, M.c., F.R.C.V.S., D.V.S.M., has 
announced his intention of retiring in March. His long association 
with the city commenced in 1906, with his appointment as Assistant 
Veterinary Officer, and has remained unbroken save for his period of 
active service during the first great war. When that great admini- 
strator and clinician, John Malcolm, died in 1920, DeVine was 
selected to occupy his post—that of Chief Veterinary Officer—and 
he has done magnificent work for his department, where he will 
be missed sorely. All will wish him many long and happy years in 
his retirement. 

Major DeVine’s many other activities are well known to the 
profession, but his labours for the N.V.M.A., particularly at the 
time of its reorganization, have been outstanding; they received 
well-merited recognition when, in 1938, he was elected President. 

During the first world war he was on active service in France 
and was awarded the M.C., while in 1917 he received the French 
Order of Chevalier du Mérite Agricole from the President of the 
Republic in recognition of his services with the French Army. 


_ Appointment.—The .we> in the Colonial Veterinary Service 
is announced of Mr. A. Burns, M.R.c.v.s., Senior Veterinary 
Officer, Tanganyika, as Deputy Director of Veterinary Services, 
Tanganyika. 


Births.—Brownir.—On February 6th, 1946, at Bloxwich Maternity 
Home, to Ella (née Billinghurst), wife of W. B. Brownie, B.sc., 
M.R.C.V.S., 47, Mellish Road, Walsall—a sister to Gillian. 

McKww Ley.—On January 27th, 1946, at Beechmount, Lisbellaw, 
Co. Fermanagh, to Betty (née Sherriff), wife of W. G. McKinley, 
M.R.C.V,S,—a_ son, 


Marriage.-—Epen—Lawton.—On Thursday, January 3lst, 1946, at 
Burnt Oak, London, George Bryan, only son of Mr. and Mrs. 
G. W. J. Eden, of Guildford and Aldershot, to Ruth, daughter of 
the late Mr. J. G. and Mrs. Lawton, of The Rosary, Windermere. 


Mr. Alexander Levie.—We are glad to learn that Mr. Alexander 
Levie, F.R.s. (EDIN.), F.R.C.v.s., Who sustained an unfortunate road 
accident early in November, 1945, and suffered a fractured femur, 
has now, after many weeks in Derbyshire Royal Infirmary, recovered 
sufficiently to be moved to his home at Mickleover, Derby. Although 
he will be confined to bed for some*weeks yet, he is now progressing 
well and ho to be about again in two or three months’ time. 
Mr. Levie qualified in 1887 and with one short break, during which 
he served with the Agricultural Committee of the Derbyshire 
County Council, has thus been in active practice for nearly 60 years. 

* * * * * 


R.C.V.S. Council Election, June, 1946 
Since our last publication (issue February 2nd) of the list of 
candidates for election to Council, R.C.V.S., the nominations have 
been received of Dr. J. Carmichael (Ongar), Mr. A. A. Forsyth 
(Glasgow) and Sir Arthur Olver (Albury, Much Hadham). 
R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 
Coprincton, Stephen, Chipping Sodbury, Bristol. 
London, May 16th, 1889. Died February 3rd, 1946. 
Power, Joseph Aloysius, Capt. late R.A.V.C., Veterinary Inspector, 
Department of Agriculture, Dublin. Graduated Dublin, July 12th, 
1916. Died June 25th, 1945. 
Russett, Francis, Veterinary Inspector, Lisburn, Co. Antrim. 
Graduated Glasgow, May 25th, 1897. Died October 24th, 1945. 
Suarpe, Cecil Molesworth, Lt.-Colonel S.A.V.C. (R. of O.), 56, 
College Road, Pietermaritzburg, Natal, S. Africa. Graduated 
London, July 13th, 1899. Died (suddenly) December 24th, 1945. 
* * * * * 


H.M. STATIONERY OFFICE PUBLICATIONS 


The undermentioned have been publisher recently. Copies can 
be purchased through any bookseller, or directly from H.M. 
Stationery Office. 


ComManp Papers (Session 1945-46): 


(6728.) Higher Agricultural Education in Eng- 
land and Wales, Committee on (Chairman: 
Dr. T. Loveday). Report. December 12th, 1945 1 3 1 4 


Graduated 


Price Post 


Statutory Rutes Orpers, 1946: 


122. Animal. Diseases of Animals. Tuberculosis 
(Amendment) Order. January 


ADDRESSES OF DISEASE-INFECTED PREMISES 


Foot-anp-Moutu Disease: 
Lanarks.—35, King Street, Stonehouse, Lanark. 


Swine Fever: 

Berks.—Home Farm, Longworth, Abingdon, Berkshire (Feb. 7th); 
Red Gables, Mill Lane, Grove, Wantage, Berks. (Feb. 9th). 

Bucks.—44, Berwick Road, Great Marlow, Bucks. (Feb. 9th). 

Essex.—Council Road, Stanway, Colchester, Essex (Feb. 9th). 

Isle of Ely.—West Corner Farm, ‘Dairy Drove, Thorney, Peter- 
borough, Northants (Fe. 8th). 

Isle of Wight.—Albany House, Yarmouth Road, Newport, Isle of 
Wight (Feb. 9th). 

Leics.—Stone Lodge, Halstead, Tilton-on-the-Hill, Leicester (Feb. 


6th); Post Office, Eaton, Grantham, Lincs. (Feb. 8th); Crowder’s 


Barn, Barsby, Melton Mowbray, Leics. (Feb. 11th). 

Lincs. (Holland).—23 Holding, Stowgate Farm, Deeping St. James, 
Peterborough, Northants. (Feb. 7th). 

Lincs. (Kesteven).—Barber’s Hill Farm, Careby, Stamford, Lincs. 
(Feb. 11th). 

Norfolk.—Manor Farm and Sea View, Cockthorpe, Binham, 
Fakenham, Norfolk (Feb. 7th); Guild Street, Little Walsingham, 
Norfolk (Feb. 7th); Poplar’s Farm, Boughton, King’s Lynn, Norfolk 
(Feb. 9th); Fen Cottage, Marham, King’s Lynn, Norfolk (Feb. 11th). 

Northants.—86, Crown Street, Peterborough, Northants. (Feb. 6th). 

Surrey.—The Farm, Linden Gardens, Leatherhead, Surrey (Feb. 
5th). 

Warwicks—Allotments, Holton Street, Stratford-en-Avon, War- 
wicks (Feb. 7th and 9th). 


SHEEP ScaB: 
Derbyshire.—Ollerbrook, Edale, Sheffield (Feb. 4th). ‘ 
Westmorland.—Gaythorne Hall, Asby, Penrith; The Gilts, Crosby 
Ravensworth, Penrith (two outbreaks,, and The Hall, Croby Ravens- 
worth, Penrith, Cumberland (Feb. 2nd). 


* * * 


THE EARL OF HUNTINGDON ON THE BENEFITS OF 
THE PANEL SCHEME 


In the course of his address to the mass: meeting of farmers and 
farm workers at Exeter on Friday of last week, the Earl of Hunting- 
don, Joint Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries, said that, particularly in regard to the general food 
shortage, it was quentel thet we increase our milk production. 
In view of the food situation, our aim must be to make every 
farm as far as possible self-supporting in feeding-stuffs. : 

“ Another important side of this,” continued the Earl of Hunting- 
don, “is animal health. Losses due to disease are enormous and 
we must do something to reduce them. We have a hard battle 
ahead; a lot has already been done—such diseases as rinderpest, 
pleuropneumonia, sheep pox, rabies and glanders have been elimin- 
ated; foot-and-mouth disease, swine fever, sheep scab and anthrax 
have at least been kept in check. Foot-and-mouth disease is probably 
the most menacing; there were 129 outbreaks in 1945 and ten last 
month, the root cause of most of these was the feeding of swill to 
pigs. Infection from swill can be avoided if the swill is properly 
sterilized by boiling, and if care is taken to prevent infection being 
carried from the raw material to the animals on clothes and boots 
and from dirty utensils. No cause of foot-and-mouth disease has 
been traced to the use of concentrated swill. 

“Farmers can help enormously by seeking veterinary advice at 
the first symptoms of trouble. I hope they will use the * Panel 
Scheme,’ which is sponsored by the Ministry, the National Farmers 
Union and the National Veterinary Medical Association. This is 
to tackle such diseases as mastitis, contagious abortion, sterility 
and Johne’s disease. The veterinary surgeon examines the herd at 
least four times a year, and makes as many additional visits as may 
be found necessary. The farmer pays the veterinary surgeon a 

early fee on a flat rate basis for each cow and heifer in the herd. 

e great advantage of the scheme is that the herd is kept under 
constant supervision so that disease can be tackled as soon as it 
appears. 

“The Ministry is very anxious to see an expansion of this scheme 
and is giving free laboratory services, free abortion vaccine, and 
sulphanilamide, a very expensive drug, is provided at a low charge 
for the treatment of certain forms of mastitis. I hope also that 
the attested herds scheme will go on making progress. There are 
now 20,000 herds within the scheme. and nearly a million cattle 
being regularly tested in Great Britain for tubercle.” 

* * * * * 


ANIMAL INFECTIONS IN GREECE 


In a note on the veterinary aspects of public health in Greece, 
circulated by U.N.RR.A., Mr. Martin Kaplan, v.M.p., points out 
that Greek soil is as heavily contaminated with anthrax and tetanus 
organisms as any in the world. About 80 per cent. of the livers 
and lungs of sheep and goats seen in the abattoirs contain hydatid 


de! 
wil 
im 
ha 
] 
| 58 
Mc 
of 
del 
E.C 
me 
Me 
sess 
ENG 
Bedi 
Berk 
Bucl 
Cam 
Corr 
Cum 
Dert 
Deve 
Dors 
Durl 
Glou 
Ham 
Here 
Hert 
Hunt 
Isle « 
Isle « 
Kent 
Lanc 
i Leics 
Line: 
Line 
| Line: 
Midc 
Norf 
Nort! 
Nort! 
7 Notts 
Oxfo 
OF 
4 Soke 
Some 
Staffs 
Suffo 
Suffo 
Surre 
Susse 
i Susse 
Warw 
West 
Wilts 
Wore 
Yorks 
Yorks 
Yorks 
WALE 
Angle 
Breco 
Caern 
Cardi 
Carm: 
Denbi 
Flint 
Glam« 
Merio 
4 Monn 
Mont; 
Pemb: 
Radne 
3 year 
2 year 
period 
during 
0 1 0 2 taking 
Not re 


February 16th, 1946 THE VETERINARY RECORD No. 7. Vow. 58. 79 
cysts; this means that 90 to 100 per cent. of the rural dogs, the Undertakings Notified Total Undertakings 
definitive hosts, harbour the echinococcus tapeworm. The infection . : tb 
is transmitted to human beings by contamination of hands and food County Duri iateiie Calis Number of Cattle 
with dogs’ excreta. Thorough cooling of all meat and meat-products M th 7 Cows Heifers 
eae en, before consumption, and thorough cleansing of the cama 

n i ised.— 

ands after handling dogs, is advised.—The Lancet. Aberdeen 3 18 21 1,028 458 
* * * * 17 17 654 423 

Errata—Field Trials of Vaccine from Strain 45 (20)—Vet. Rec. = ; ov 

Ayr .. 9 27 219 

58. No. 6. In the first paragraph on page 64, line 9, for “see Banff — 1 1 120 20 
McEwen, 1645,” read “see McEwen, 1946” ; the last item in the list a = 1 1 “20 a 
of references should read “ McEwen (1946) ibid. 58, 3.” = 
x * * 5 5 191 114 

A Lecture on “The Mineral Factor in Animal Feeding” will be Dumbarton: - _ i " “0 0 
delivered by Mr. Frank Ewart Corrie at Cereal House, Mark Lane, East Lothian = _ — — — 
E.C., on Thursday next. The occasion will be the third discussion = 332 
meeting of the National Association of Corn and Agricultural Kincardine |. — 2 2 66 40 
Merchants, Ltd. (Eastern Compounders’ Section), and the morning Kinross __.. —_ 3 3 56 40 
session will commence at 11.15 a.m. Kirkcudbright — 8 8 555 333 

Lanark... — 8 3 300 223 
SCHEME FOR THE CONTROL OF DISEASES OF DAIRY Nairn. 
eebiles 2 
STATEMENT SHOWING THE NUMBER OF UNDERTAKINGS NOTIFIED TO THE MINISTRY Perth — 19 19 Sot 368 
OF AGRICULTURE DURING THE MONTH ENDED JANUARY 31st, 1946 Renfrew oo 4 4 115 83 
Und Notified Total Undertakings Stirling 10 10 319 
uther' ee _ 5 5 92 4 
County Number of Cattle West Lothian = 
Month *Cows Heifers ~y 369 159 
ENGLAND 
Bedford _ 33 33 741 415 ‘TOTALS 6 160 166 6,537 4,056 
1 3,109 1,995 
5 3.18) 
Cambridge ete 10 +4 — “= Notes.—(1) Duration of undertakings: 1 year, 34; 2 years, 10; 3 years, 122. 
Chester — 353 11,836 4,537 ? Undertakings renewed for a further period (included in column 2 of statement) : 
Cornwall — 4 79 75 year, 64; 2 years, 7; 3 years, 35. (3) Undertakings expired and not re 
Cumberland 1 55 56 1,414 1,196 (not included in column 2 of statement): 222. (4) The ures showing the 
Derby 2 320 322 9,189 5.216 oe of undertakings notified during the month relate to entirely fresh under- 
evon 6 303 309 4,569 2,676 ngs. 
7 = PROPOSED CHANGES IN THE CURRICULUM OF THE 
Hampshire 3 377 380 10,873 7.448 : FRENCH VETERINARY SCHOOLS 
ertford a MY bs ean 1581 Since their foundation in 1762 the French schools have remained 
1 198 under the direct control of Government, which has rendered them 
os of Wight = 9 H 171 4 handsome financial aid and prescribed a strict course of training 
Kent 3 160 1 4,075 2,483 that remained until recent times the pattern other countries strove 
Lancs ; 1 177 178 148 1,813 to emulate. For several years the course has extended to four 
Lincs (Holland) wes 1 4 = — — years, and admission is limited to candidates who have passed the 
ot Kesteven) .. — 23 323 169 State bascalauréat (corresponding somewhat to our matriculation) 
Lincs (Lindsey) _ 103 03 1,989 1,194 examination and have afterwards undergone special training for 
a tull year. The numbers admitted to the three schools (Alfort, 
a * 1 76 77 2'247 1915 Lyons, Toulouse) have thus been regulated according to the demands 
Northumberland _ 61 61 1,907 1,226 of practice and State service, and the standard of scholastic attain- 
— “aes on = = oT] Py ment of the entrants has been very high, for usually only about 
~ a 8 8 156 i a third of those who present themselves for the special examination 
Salop ss ba — 239 239 6,761 3,638 are accepted. The class examinations which are taken at the end 
Soke of Pete:borough of each year are lengthy, ,extending to about a fortnight, and 
3 = searching, but are conducted entirely by the teachers of 
Suffolk, E. 7 45 52 1,133 "301 separate schools who form among themselves a panel for the 
Suffolk, W. 2 47 49 1,029 705 examination of candidates of their own school only. 
E i The method is obviously not without defects. The recently 
Sussex, W. ~— 108 108 3,118 1,874 created Ordre des Vétérinaires, which carries out functions a 
arwick —_ 130 130 3,004 2,114 what intermediate between those of our own R.C.V.S. and N.V.M.A., 
nd ae os os m 4 has decided that the period of special preparation before entry is 
Worcester ii 154 154 2/968 11575 not essential. The Ministry of Agriculture, however, does not find 
= itself able to give effect to this recommendation, because the results 
vg 4 of the special test clearly show the need for imposing it upon 
matriculates. The Superior Council of the Ordre is, nevertheless, 
WALES unanimously of opinion that an obligatory period of professional 
Anglesey . = ” - 843 4 training (in practice, at slaughterhouses, etc.) after the end of the 
ew lS as 109 109 1711 973 fourth year of collegiate study is far preferable to the year of 
Cardigan .. 1 30 31 5 385 special training prior to entry now required. The proposed change 
= > has the full support of the present Inspector General of the Veter- 
33 33 1,364 inary Schools (Professor Petit) and Professor Verge, of Alfort.. The 
Glamorgan _ 96 96 1,543 698 latter also has stressed the need for the inclusion of practitioners 
in the examining boards, and in this he has received the full support 
M 13 13 264 of the Council. 
=, = — 60 60 1,163 792 A logical compromise would be to secure the advantages of the 
nor preliminary selective test as well as the highly desirable post- 
Tor. scholastic professional training, even if this meant commensurate 
= = compression of the scholastic training. [Bulletin de l'Ordre des 


Notes.— 1 Operati 
3 years, ith (2) Un e 
2 years, 219; 3 years, 593. 
periods, 1,478. (4) ‘The. figures 


ng the 
Sens the month relate to | fresh undertakings, and do not include under- 


ings renewed for further ‘ 
Not renewed are not included in the figures for previous notifications. 


Vétérinaires, 1946, Jan. 5 (1). 21.] 
* * * * * 


TEN-YEAR DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR JAMAICA 


“Details of a ten-year development plan for Jamaica were 
recently announced in the Colony,” states the Colonial Office Press 
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service, and continues: “ The plan calls for the expenditure over a 
ten-year period of £19,585,000 on social services, education, agri- 
cultural development and general economic improvement of the 
country. The main objects are to increase the productive capacity 
of the country to meet the urgent need for improvement of the 
social and economic condition of the people and to prepare for 
further more ambitious advances in the future. The plan will be 
financed from four sources as follows: allocations from Colonial 
Development and Welfare, £6,100,000; estimated surplus on basic 
Island budget, £4,695,000; loan, £3,000,000; taxation, £7,864,000. 

“ At a Press conference it was emphasized that the plan as it now 
stands sets out proposals and not decisions, and that it is not 
intended that it should be a rigid scheme. The public has been 
invited to consider the plan as now set forth and to express its 
views. There has already been much comment in the local ad 


* 


A.V.M.A. FUND FOR RESEARCH IN VETERINARY SCIENCE 


The American Veterinary Medical Association announces its 
intention to seek contributions to a fund to support research in 
veterinary science. President Farquharson has appointed a special 
committee, under the chairmanship of the treasurer of the Associa- 
tion, to inaugurate a campaign at once. As its first task the com- 
mittee hopes to collect a fund of at least $100,000 from members 
of the profession; subsequently animal lovers, livestock owners, and 
commercial organizations interested, will be approached for contri- 
butions toward a much larger sum. 

The objects of this fund are twofold: — 

|. To advance knéwledge in both the basic and the applied 
aspects of veterinary science. 

2. To assist in the training of promising young scientists in these 
fields by affording them financial support, in the Lem of fellowships, 
for graduate education. 

The funds obtained will be administered by the Research Council 
of the American Veterinary Medical Association. Applicants for 
fellowships supported by this fund must be citizens of North 
America; they must have a veterinary degree from an institution 
approved by the American Veterinary Medical Association; they 
must have demonstrated ability, or promise of ability, in the field 
of their choice; and they must be accepted as graduate students 
by an educational institution approved for the pu by the 
Research Council. These fellowships will not be limited to veter- 
inary institutions. Fellows may work wherever facilities are 
adequate and competent supervision of their work is available. 

Further details of the plan will be announced. 


HILL CATTLE SUBSIDY 


As announced by the Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries in 
the House of Commons on February 4th, the payment of subsidy 
for cattle kept on hill land in England and Wales will be continued 
this year on similar conditions and at the same rate as in 1945, 
namely, £3 for each eligible animal. The main objects of the 
scheme are to secure the improvement of hill grazings and to 
encourage the home-breeding and rearing of cattle on hill grazings. 
With latter objective consideration has been given to the 
desirability of paying a higher rate of subsidy for breeding cows 
and a correspondingly lower rate for other eligible cattle. Although 
the uniform rate for all eligible animals will be maintained in 
1946, discussions with producers’ representatives will be undertaken 
with a view to the introduction of differing rates in 1947, should the 
scheme be continued in that year. 

The classes of cattle eligible for subsidy this year at the rate of 
£3 per head will be hardy home-bred cows, steers and _ heifers, 
and breeding cows and heifers imported from Eire. Cows producing 
milk for sale, young animals less than one year old at the time 
they are put on the hill, and bulls, will not be eligible for subsidy, 
nor will cattle (other than female breeding stock) imported from 
Eire. 

To qualify for subsidy, animals of the eligible classes must be 
kept day and night on hill land in England and Wales for not less 
than 16 weeks during the period from mid-April to mid-November, 
1946, and beginning not later than June 15th. The cattle must be 
kept on hill land that is normally used only for the rearing of stock 
and is not suitable for the production of milk for sale, fat stock 
or crops. It will include the rougher uncultivated “in-bye” land 
or fridd. and the lower slopes of hills on high-lying marginal farms 
in hill districts. 

Subsidy will be payable to the occupier of the hill land on which 
the cattle are grazed during the qualifying period whether he him- 
self is the owner of the cattle or is taking them in on agistment. 
No application will be entertained in respect of fewer than three 
eligible cattle. In appropriate cases the payment of subsidy will 


be dependent on the carrying out of specified improvements to the 
land by the occupier. 


. through shortage of cases and boxes. 


“EMPTIES” URGENTLY REQUIRED 


Firms anxious to meet veterinary orders promptly request us to 
repeat our recent intimation that they are seriously handicapped 
In their own interests, there- 
fore, practitioners are urged to return their empty containers as 
soon as possible, and without fail. 

* * * * * 

The Secretary of State for Scotland has approved the appointment 
of Mr. W. H. Senior, an assistant secretary in the rtment of 
Agriculture for Scotland, as chairman of the Scottish Poultry 
Advisory Committee in succession to Mr. J. M. Caie, c.B., LL.p., 
who has relinquished the appointment on his retirement from the 
public service. 

* * * * * 

A special meeting of the Scottish Pig Producers’ Association was 
held in Glasgow recently, when Mr. J. G. Valentine, President of the 
British Pig Breeders’ Association, pointed out the value of the 
pig-breeding industry to the nation generally. From the agricul- 
tural point of view, he said, the pig industry utilized the by- 
—— of the farm, and was a great asset in the fertilization of 
the soil. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor represent the personal 
views of the writer only and must not be taken as expressing the opinion or 


having received the approval of the N.V.M.A. 
Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the first post 
on Monday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 


* * * * * 


TRYPANOSOMIASIS 


Sir,—I would refer to Mr. H. E. Hornby’s article, “ Reflections 
on the Value of Tartar Emetic for the Treatment of Trypano- 
somiasis,” published in the Record of December 15th, 1945. 

In Uganda from 1913 to 1923 various methods of treating 7. 
congolense infections of cattle were tried, including weekly intra- 
venous injections recommended by Mr. Hornby. Though some 
cures resulted the method was unreliable, and was abandoned in 
1923 in favour of Curson’s (1922) method of daily injections of the 
drug, which gave good results even in large-scale field work in 
which as many as 800 cattle were involved. 

I cannot agree that “ permanent or sterilizing cure can only be 
effected with the aid of natural antibodies” and after prolonged 
observation of apparently naturally recovered animals, both catrle and 
dogs, came to the conclusion that the natural antibodies rarely, if 
ever, effect sterilization. 

My observations suggested that there is a rhythmic development 
cycle in T. congolense and T. vivax infections, and that cure depends 
on the administration of the drug at the right point in the cycle. 
This would explain the phenomenon of occasional cures effected 
by a single emetic injection and it might also explain the greater 
efficacy of weekly injections for T. vivax in which the cyclical 
rhythm appears to be approximately seven days. 

r. Hornby ascribes considerable virulence to T. vivax and says 
that “ Many animals die from T. vivax,” but this would seem to be 
a local phenomenon. I know of two cases in which veterinary 
officers advised owners to slaughter their cattle on account of T. 
vivax infections, but the owners, ignoring the advice, the cattle 
“lived happily ever after ”; and I have kept under observation a herd 
of 40 to 3 dairy cows which in a few months all contracted T. vivax 
infections, yet only one death occurred over the period, and that 
was probably not due to trypanosomiasis. If deaths of cattle are 
occurring associated with T. vivax, I would recommend investigators 
to pay particular attention to other debilitating factors which may 


be involved. 
Yours faithfully, 
39, King’s Avenue, Parkstone. U. F. RicHarpson. 
February 2nd, 1946. 


* * * * * 
ABNORMALLY LARGE FRIESIAN BULL CALF 


Sir,—Yesterday morning I attended a case of dystokia in a 
second-calf Friesian heifer. The calf had been carried for two 
weeks over time, and the “water-bag” had ruptured the previous 
evening. On examination I found an anterior presentation; the 
calf, which was dead and felt abnormally large, in the dorsal posi- 
tion with the left carpus flexed. I corrected the position of the 
limb and the calf was delivered by forced traction without harm 
to the cow. On weighing the calf, which was a bull, I found it 
to be 118 Ib. I wonder if any members have ever come across 4 


larger one? 
Yours 
“ Silverleigh,” Axminster, Devon. F. B. Epwarps. 
January 29th, 1946. 
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